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The present state of religious Society. 


The Christian world, at the present 
moment, exhibits a more liberal spirit, 


with a greater degree of toleration, in gen- 
eral, and less asperity in controversy, than 


has. prevailed at any period, perhaps, 
since the Apostolic age. The Society of 
Friends seem to have acted as pioneers in 
this progressive ameiioration, of the tem- 
per and feeling, among the professors of 
the Christian name, towards one another. 


_ Yet, the present disturbed state of a part 


of that Society has certainly elicited more 


_ ef the spirit of intolerance than could have 


been anticipated, in a people sustaining so 


exalted a character for benevolence, tran- 


quility, and forbearance. 

The division which now exists within 
the precincts of the Philadelphia Yearly 
Meeting, and whith has manifested itself 
elsewhere, is a fact not less notorious than 
afflicting; but the causes that have led to 


it and the merits of the unpleasant con- 


-troversy, are, by many, even of the Socie- 
_tyitself,not wellunderstood. The ground 


of difficulty, it is alleged, is a difference on 
certain doctrinal peints: but this is cor- 


rect only inpart. ‘hose of the Society } 


denominated the orthodox, appear to as- 
sume this as the cause of ¢Acir uneasiness, 


-but the great body of the Yearly Meeting, li 


comprehending, we believe, more than 


Con fourths of the whole, have not been, 


nor are they now disposed to differ with 
their brethren onthis ground. Cherishing 
those charitable and liberal feelings, in- 
‘culcated by the Gospel, which commands 
us to love even our enemies, and believing 


‘ds that uniformity in religious belief on aé- 


-stract propositions is not essential to reli 
gious fellowship, or Christian unity, they 
‘have no. controversy with their fellow 
professors on this account. 

Pol, I~No. A 


| neither hath it now, more than one funda- 
menta article of religious faith, the 
“LIGHT OF CHRIST WITHEN,” operative 


and practical in its nature, and leading its 
obedient followers, as anciently promised, 


“into all truth.” 
ple started forth, as branches from the 
vine, every other part of that system, 
which constituted the Quakers a peculiar 
people. Their opinions and practices re- 
specting war, slavery, oaths, hireling min- 
istry, plainness of speech and apparel, 
with their code of discipline, were -not 
founded on what they learned from men 
or books, or tradition, or their own appre- 
| hensions as human beings; but from the 
| immediate operation and dictatioz of tht 
Spirit of Truth on the mind: all this is 
evident from their history. 


| The Society of real Quakers never had, * 


From this cause their opponents took 
occasion to charge them with a denial of 
the scriptures, the divinity of Christ, &c. 
&c. the same charges that are now brought 
against them by some of their own mem- 
bers, stiled the orthodox party. ‘hese 


|| charges were true in part, for they denied 


the scriptures to be the primary rule of 
faith and practice, and the out ward Christ 
to be a divine person, or a Saviour, in the 
same sense accepted by the surrounding 
sects. But they sustained a long and ar- 
duous controversy with their bitter antag- 
onists, to prove that they were believers in 
the scriptures, according to their. own 
sense and intérpretation of them, and in 
the divinity, and redeeming character of 
| Christ, according totheir understanding, 
use, and application of these terms. 


From what has been said, it will appear 
evident, that no written creed, imposing a 


form of faith on the members, as among 


other denominations, could be established: 


' 


From this one princi-= 
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ty and uniformity among the members in 
‘the former: or rather they required an 


apinion, much controversy would have 
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or enforced with any degree of consisten- | 
cy, by the Society : accordingly they have 
@iways avoided and deprecated every 
measure of this kind, and grounded their 
bond of religious union on a“ faivh which 
worketh by love”: being well assured 
that if their fundamental principle was 
adhered to, and its dictates obeyed and 
followed, those heavenly dispositions 
would be brought forth in life and conduct, 
which would most effectually bind and 
unite the members together, and exhibit 
to the world the strongest evidence of dis- 
cipleship, by that love which ‘they bore 
one to another. 

The articles, therefore, of the Quaker’s 
faith, are bounded and limited by the dis- 
coveries made to his mind by the light of 
Christ withing and all beyond this is opin- 
jon: Our ancestors required a-conformi- 


attention and obedience to the fundamen- 


tal principle, which would establish this 
uniformity : but asit regarded the: latter, 
it was far otherwise, as is well set forth | 
by William Penn in Part 2d. Sec. 6th. of | 
his “ Address to Protestants.” “Let us | 
observe (says he) what sort of church | 
government the apostle recommends: | 
«Avoid foolish questions.and genealogies, | 
and contentions, and striving about the law ; 
for they are unprofitable and vain.’ ”— 
*“Itis very remarkable (says Penn) First, 
‘That this great apostle, instead of exhort-. 
ing Titus to stand upon niceties, and sa- 
crifice men’s natural comforis, and enjoy- 
ments, for OPINIONS OF RELIGION, en- 
joins him to shun disputes, about them, 


leaving the people to their own thoughts | 


and afifirehensions in those matters, as, 
sespecting the loss of peace iy striving, 
greater than the gain that could arise 
from such an union art conformity ; 
which exactly agrees with another pas- 
sage of his: ‘Let ys, therefore, as many 
as be perfect, be thus minded, and if in 
any thing ye be otherwise minded, God 
shall reveal even this unto you.” He did 
not say, You shall be excommunicated if 
be not of our mind.” 

’ Had this discrimination been maintain- 
ed between the one saving faith, and mere 


but as the former can only be obtained by 
obedience, and that through suffering, 
whilst opinion can be adopted without ei- 


ther, so the latter came to be substituted, 


and a traditional faith, having the spirit 
of persecution attendant upon it, overran 
Christendom, and is now shedding its ma- 
lignant influence over a Society, whose 
system, had it been adhered to, must ev- 
er have excluded it. " 

In the application of discipline, and the 
management of the affairs of the Society, 
generally, the same divine light, which 
dictated the faith of its members, was 
looked to, as the governing principle, «in 


their meetings for business: hence there. 


was no outward head ;—no man was call- 


ed “ master’—all were “brethren”’—and 


those esteemed “great” being adorned 


with the spirit of love, humility and con-. 
descension, were as the servants of all. 


Did a difference of opinion arise? A due 


regard was paid, even tothe “ hindermost - 
of the flock,” and those who were pre- 


pared to advance, stood as with their feet 


“in the bottom of Jordan,” until all had. 


passed over ; thus exhibiting the practi- 
cal operation of patience, forbearance, and 
condescending love, which constituted a 
bond of union, that “neither principalities, 
nor powers,”’—*things present nor’ to 
come,” could break asunder—Blessed 
state ! 


But the scene has changed, and the. 


causes of thischange appear to be, first, 
A dereliction from first principles, by in- 
corporating ofiinions with faith, which has 


-engendered a persecuting spirit ; Second, 


The love of power, place, and distinction. 

“If we consider the matter well, (says 
W. Peun) I fear it will be found that the 
occasion of disturbance in the church of 
Christ, hath, in most ages, been found to 
be on the side of those, who have had the 
greates! sway init. For itis alike unlaw- 
ful, to make profession of known or sus- 
pected falsehoods, as to put in practice 
known or suspected actions.” 

_ Now, what William Penn has asserted, 
in the foregoing paragraph, appears to us 
to be fully realized in the present contro- 
versy, viz. that the “ occasion of distur- 
bance” in the Society of Friends may be 
traced to those who havehad “the 


“‘®een prevented in the Christian church : { est sway in it.” 
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‘In the first institution of the Select 
Meeting, inthe Society of Friends, such 
precautionary.means were adopted as 
were calculated to prevent the formation 
of a distinct order in Society. These 


_ barriers have been, from time to time,. 


broken down one after. another, and this 
select few have now taken a position which 
makes them, in a great degree, 
_ dent _of the body. 

It.is the same with the for Suf- 
ferings. This body was originally a com- . 
mittee merely, appointed annually in the 
Yearly Meeting, to certain services plain- 
ly defined. Its powers and sphere of ac- 
tion have been gradually enlarged to an 
almost indefinite extent, and the members 
have recently so far assumed to be inde-. 
pendent af their constituenis, as to claim 
and maintain a right totheir office DURING 
hIFE!! A remedy against these unwar- 
rantable stretches of power, subversive of 
that simple and equal system of govern- 
ment instituted by the original founders. 
of the Discipline, has been attempted, by 


& proposition to limit the appointments in. 
these bodies to a given number of years. | 
‘Phis.was. strenuously resisted by those’ 


who had “the greatest sway,” and has 
been therefore abandoned. With the 


same object in view, one of the Quarters: 


changed their representatives in the 
Meeting for Sufferings, but that body 
adopted the bold apemaniee of expelling 
the new members !! 

It is thus thata Ae Oe has been laid 
foranoligarchy,or ecclesiastical domina- 
tion, in the bosom of a Society, whose fun- 
damental principle led to the practical | 
adopticn of the injunction—* Call no man 
master upon the earth, for one is your 
Master, even Christ, and a// ye are breth- | 
ren”; and an adherence to which had se- 
cured, for a century and a half, the peace 
and harmony of the body. 

We have before remarked that the 
sanction for the adoption of measures in 
meetings of business,, did not consist in 
majorities, but in union ; and where. this 
could not be attained, the matter in hand 
was referred toanother meeting, or. in- 
definitely postponed : and it has frequent- 
ly happened that one dissenting voice pre- 
vented the adoption of a measure. ‘This. 
practice grew ont ofthe very mature of 


i 


| 


the religious compact... A compact where 


no visible head was acknowledged ; where 
the rights and privileges of each member | 


were equal, and no distinct order of men 
was permitted to exist, A compact in 


which the rights of individuals were se- — 
cured and protected to an extent unknown — 
in any other religious association in Chris- — 
tendom. But, at the same time, a com-— 
pact the strength and permanency of © 
which did not repose in written articles of. 
faith, written rules, or discipline, but in 
an attention and obedience to the funda- 
mental principle of the Society, producing | 


and calling into action those heavenly af- 


fections and dispositions, which bring the. 


lion to lie down with the lamb, and the 
leopard with the kid. 
‘Lhe state of the controversy, as it ex- 


istsin the meetings in Philadelphia, where 
it originated, is well set forth in the fol-- 


lowing letter from James Cockburn to 
Thomas Wistar. 


PHILADELPHIA, 7th. Mo. 23rd. 1827. 2 


Thomas Wistar,—Havine understood, 
thou and others have agreed to treat 


with me as, an: offender* in religious so-. - 


ciety—to prevent, as much as may be, all 
misrepresentation and unkind feeling on 
the subject, I deem itexpedient to apprize 
thee, that I.do not feel amenable to any 
power you may claim in your presert ca- 
pacity. 
view, would violate the obligations I owe 
unto the Monthly Meeting of which Iam 
a member. If I have incurred just cen- 
sure, 1 will answer any proper charge 
brought against me through.the Overseers 
of the Monthly Meeting which has re- 
ceived me under its care and protection 


_at this extraordinary period of the Seciety. 


You cannot gainsay the fairness and jus- 
tice of this proposal. Ifyou recur either 
to the letter or spirit.of the Discipline, : it 
will not sanction official dealings with 
members of another Monthly Meeting, 


except at their special request to treat 
with individual offenders on their behalt. 


The objection to recognize you in my 


* The alleged 0 ence is for transferrin 
my right of membershifi to Darby Month- 
ly Mecting, and attending a Meeting for 


orship, on firat-and fourth days, insite 
cuted by By 


Philadelphia. 


‘To recognize you in an official. 
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- concurrence, in any of the different Meet- 
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case, appears to be greatly strengthened 
by the peculiar circumstances arising out 
__ of our former connection and present po- 
sition. You are not following me clothed 
| with the merciful attributes of a Monthly 
4 : Meeting, to reclaim and restore a single 
9 straying member, but you are virtually 
_ following me as the dominant part of a 
Monthly Meeting, to subject and control 
another part of the same Meeting to your 
views and measures. Whatever may be. 
‘alleged tothe contrary, it is an obvious 
and sorrowful truth, that the members 
-gomposing the Western Monthly Meet- 
. ing have for a length of time been divided | 
fitotwo parts. Nor would it be difficult 
© prove, that the minor part, in several 
instances, has undertaken to-act on behalf 
of the whole, Without adverting to the 
frros and cone in these instances, the fact. 
ee itself is an obvious dereliction of the prin- 
a | ciples and practice of the Society. All 
Jegal and effective action of the Society 
has ever been either by harmonious union, 
-or’by condescending agreement, or by 
general concurrence. Where there is no 


: ings, there can be no legal action. The 

fact is, however, incontestable, that in the 

Western Monthly Meeting particular 

measures have been carried, adopted, and 

acted upon, when the one half of the 

‘ ‘members were dissenting, and never con- 
curred with such measures at-all. This 


ae “was certainly one part of the meeting de- 
; q priving the other paft of their just and 
ta equitable rights. Nor could this be done 
without embracing in its operation a for- 
cible measure. One part was forced -to 


submit to transuctions in their name from 
which they conscientiously dissented. 
The other part, by the exercise of coer- 
tive power, certainly departed from the 
peaceable principle and testimony of the 
‘Society. 
_’ Such are the deplorable effects of in- 
temperate zeal stimulating the haman 
mind into actions at variance with every 
principle and tie which bind together hu- 


ql ble ?—to deprive our fellow members of 


privileges, or of their pecuniary interests ? 


man society ! Which is most .objectiona- | 


their religious rights, or of their civil } 


In former ages the unrelenting ‘hand ot | 
zealous Orthodoxy laid hold upon all, 


and not unfrequently sanctified affected 


| devotion with the blood of its victim :. 


The progress of two parties in the 
Western Monthly Meeting, and in sever- 
al other Monthly Meetings, appeared to 
assume the formidable attitude of irrecon- 
cileableness. Personal enmity was evi- 
dently settled in some minds. Reflections 
calculated to lessen the influence or use- 
fulness one of another, appear to have 
been freely indulged, The object and 
ends of religious society certainly became 
very equivocal, if rot wholly lost. Under 
the pressure of these circumstances I 
wished silently to bear my own. burthen, 
not doubting but that the Head of the 
Church would compassionate its state, 
and open a door of relief for the oppress- 
ed, by removing in some way those indi- 
viduals who have caused the present try- 
ing state of things. A door of relief has 
opened* sooner than I expected, and I 
trust, as the eye iskept single unto the 


* The concern simultaneously raised 
in. the minds of so many Friends in the 
different Quarters of the Yearly Meeting, 
drawing them deeply to sympathise with 
their Friends in this Ciiy, afifears to me 
to have been a freculiar interposition of 
the Had of the Church, to ofien a door of 
relief from those difficulties brought 
on the Society, by a number of individ- 
uale uniformly attempting to enforce 
their private views, in ofifosition to gene- 
ral concurrence. These Friends, after 
conferring together, with much unan- 
imity of feeling, believed that the re-or- 
ganization of the Yearly Meeting was 
indispensible to the removing existing dif- 
ficulties. Hence the origin and firogress 
of the concern to convene a Yearly Meet- 
ing in the 10th. Mo. next. The single 
object is,to regain the operation of the 
hrrinecifles of the Society in accordance 
with ancient firacticeé, and to relieve it 
from the incumbrance of those individ- 
uals who have assumed to themselves the 
control of Society, to the exclusion of the 
greater part of Friends. The charges 


of setting ufia new Society, of embra- 


cing new dfinions, and of designs to in- 
troduce new firactices, are mere asfier- 
sions without foundation. The reforma- 
tion of existing abuses, resulting from 
the undue power exercised by individuals 
colleagued together, is all that is desired ; 
and, no doubt, it is the design of the Head 
of the Church to abase all that would 
raise itself, and to exalt the Truth, in 
furtherance of his own purposes, above all. 
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opener, it.-will prove effectual to 2ccom- 
plish the purposes for which it has been 
opened, namely—to restore the Society, 
on ancient principles and practices, to its 
just rights. 


Iam aware of the misrepresentations 


industriously circulated against those 
Friends who, faithful to primitive princi- 
ples, are disposed to remain associated on 
the basis‘of equal right, leaving those who 
have unjustly assumed the rule over them 
to themselves. But we know that the 


faithful in every age have been evilly 


entreated and lightly spoken of. My own 
greatest concern is, to feel the answer ofa 
good conscience in union with that con- 
vincing power which brought me ac- 
quainted with the nature and operation of 
Truth. After the most deliberate con- 
sideration, in connection with all circum- 
stances bearing upon me as an individual, 
and upon the interésts of religious society, 
I judged it adviseable to transfer my right 
as a member, unto a place of safety: If 
this transfer is not in accordance with the 
usual intercourse of society, it may be re- 
membered that the present is an extra- 


ordinary time in the Society, and seemed 


to require some extraordinary measure in 


the opening of Providence, to afford relief. 


I became fully satisfied that I, in con- 
junction with many others, were virtually 
deprived of our religious rights in the 
Western Monthly Meeting, and that a 
suitable pretext was only wanting to can- 
cel our nominal rights also. The obliga- 
tions hitherto binding us as a component 
part of that meeting, became dissolved in 
consequence of the dominant part of the 
meeting uniformly excluding us from our 
just privileges. The bond of association 
being violated by a departure from the 
principles of the compact, instead of forci- 
bly contending for our just rights, we 
judged it more consistent with our profes- 
sion quietly to transfer our right of mem- 
bership unto a Monthly Meeting exerci- 
sing its functions on the original principles 
of the Society. Nor does it appear that 


-any known rule of Discipline is violated 
- by thistransfer. But your attempt tofol- 


dow us with legal censure is evidently un- 


authorised by Discipline, and it is more- 


ever inconsistent with every generous and 


_ dignified feeling, to attempt tosit as judges 


= 


in your own case; for itis true 
cause at issue is the conflicting rights of 
the two parties which formed the Month- 


ly Meeting. You say you are the Month-— 
ly Meeting. The other part might with © 


equal propriety and justice have said— 


_We have not forteited any right; we are 
equal in numbers; we are perhaps equal — 
‘in religious experience and weight; ' we 


are equally concerned for the order and. 
well-being of the Society ; we are there- 
fore entitled to all the rights and privileges 
of the Monthly Meeting. On the same 


ground the ene part was as much entitled 
to be called the as the 


other part. 

‘What was to be ener: ough cir 
cumstances? Ifboth parties had main- 
tained their right to be the Monthly Meet- 
ing, great disorder and confusion must 
have been the consequence. To prevent 
the, extremity of this state of things, be- 
came an object of feeling interest to ma- 
ny exercised, humane, and Christian 
minds. The concern of these individuals 
drew them into conferences, ‘to consider 
what was best to be done. They met, 
not for the purpose of dividing the 
Monthly Meeting, as has been asserted, 
(that was already done,) but for the pur- 
pose of assisting each other in obviating 
the difficulties which the other part of 
the meeting had brought upon them. 
After much patient waiting with desires 
for right counsel and direction, it was the 
general impression to use every pacific 
means in their power, to interest the at- 
tention of that part of the meeting who, 
for a length of time, had suffered their 
affections and their religious interests to 
become. alienated and separated from 
their fellow members, 

In conformity witly this general im- 
pression, (not doubting but it was consis- 
tent with the mind of Truth,) I calmly 
and with much deliberation of feeling, in- 
vited the Monthly Meeting to select a 
verbal conference of the twe parties, to 
consider the actual state of the meeting, 
and endeavour to make the way fer each 
other as easy as possible. This simple 
and reasonable proposition was met with 
great warmth and much party animosity. 
‘Fhough we stood.on equal ground, and 
were fully entitled to all the consider)- 
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tions and “‘penehiteot the Monthly Meet- | 


vet. we were denounced as having no 


right to express a sentiment in the mect- 
ing, and were toid it was below the dig- 
hity of the meeting to pay-any attention 
to any proposal coming from us. In oth- 
er words, the dominant party having as- 
‘sumed the power of the meeting over 
tlieir fellow members, they would keep 
it. From this result there was no alter- 


“native hat either an appeal to the same 


kind of forcible measures taken against 
us, oF unconditional submission. With 
the feelings and dispositions manifested 
towards us, we could neither any longer 
contend, nor‘mingle in the solemn exer- 
cises of religion. ‘The least objectionable 


- course left for us to take, was to transfer 


our rights of membership unto a -meet- 
ing where they would be respected. 


"This was a course not of choice, but of 


necessity. 

From the history and actual 
tion of the whole case, it is beyond dispute, 
that you individuals who have agreed 
among yourselves to treat with eas an 
offender in religious society, are nothing 
quore than a remnant of the dominant par- 
ty inthe Western Monthly Meeting, pur- 
‘suing with unceasing vigilance a remnant 
of the submissive party, forced to transfer 
their rights from that meeting for con- 
science sake. How ignoble such an at- 
tempt at the display of ineffective power ! 
You are the accusers. the evidence, and 
the judges,-in a case in which you were 
the original aggressors. Would it not 


. have been more consistent with every gen- 


erous feeling and principle for you to have 
said—We know the uprightness and in- 


tegrity of these men; they could not so- 


journ with us any longer; they have re- 
tieved us from all further difficulty re- 
‘specting them; as they have become 
members of other Monthly Meetings, we 
will make a minute, relieving ourselves 
from the responsibility of any longer con- 
sidering them members of our meeting? 

‘This was as far as you had a right to 
go, and would have been much more.con- 
‘sistent than attempting to asperse us with 
being partizans of a disorderly meeting. 
‘Phis charge is a plain indication how far 
your dispositions would lead you if we 
were not as much under the civil protec- 


tion as yourselves.) What possible right 
have you tocensure that Meeting? What 
control have you over its members? How 
or in what way am I answerable to you for 
actions which have taken place since the. 
dissolution of our association? I never at- 


tended that meeting whilst my right of 


membership. remained in form with you : 
of course Iam not answerable to you on 
this account. ‘The Monthly Meeting re- 
ceiving my right of membership granted 
me the privilege of attending this meet- 
ing ; hence it became my duty to do so. 
Inthe fulfilment of this duty I have found 
satisfaction and comtort, and am fully con- 
vinced the course I have taken was the 
only one left for me to take, except 1 
could have brought my mind to withdraw 
entirely from religious society, and even 
then you would have followed me with 


‘the sate dispositions to censure. 


From different Causes the Society has 
been brought under a grievous yoke of 
oppression, threatening to overwhelm it 
in the current of scholastic theology, 
which has of latter time become popular 
in the fashionable world. However por- 
tentous this dark cloud which has come. 
over the Society, it cannot repress, far 
less extinguish the Lightof Truth. The 


designs of unwearied Goodness will be 


accomplished in the earth. The display 
of the Divine Attributes. is not to be 


turned aside by the feeble efforts of err- 


ing man secking importance in his: limit- 
ed sphere. The Divine Providence often 
‘turns the wisdom of this world into fool- 


-ishness, and, in the ministrations of his 


own means, bringeth good out of evil. 
Whatever may have been the motives of 
individuals in pressing their particular 


| views against the sense of the greater 


part of Society, so as to burst asunder the 
bond.of union and produce the present 
trying state of things, 1 have confidence. 
to believe all will be everruled for good, 

and that the Society of Friends will yet 
shine with renewed lustre in the Chris- 
tian world. The weakness and imbecili- 
ty of men have been seen and felt, when. 
they have attempted to move and act in 
their own time, will, and strength ;, clear- 
‘ly evincing unto all beholders the neces- 
sity of recurring unto primitive princi 

ples, relying upon the wisdom and diree- 
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tion of Truth, as an effective guide in all 
religious movements. Desiring that ail 
may come to the saving knowledge of 
the Truth for themselves, 
Iremain, 
JAMES COCKBUR*. 


By the above exposition it will be clear- 
ly seen that the bond of union, in.its most 
essential. and important features, has 
violated, and destroyed by the orthodox 
party themselves. - Assuming to be the 


_ head, they claim the right to judge and 


détermine in all matters of faith and dis- 


-cipline, independent of their brethren. 


‘The eye has said to the hand, “I have no 


_ need of thee”; and the head to the. feet, 


“T have no need of you”—“ Stand off, kam 


holier than thou’’! 


Having thus infringed the religious 


- compact, in its vital part, they have pro- 
ceeded to apply. the letter of discipline, 


* which killeth,” and a course of excom- 


- munication is now in operation, to find a 


parallel to which, we must revert back to 
the dark ages of the world! All the ac- 
tive virtues that can adorn human nature, 
present no barrier to this sweeping pro- 
scription ; neither does it stop with an ex- 


clusion from religious society :- Pamphlets 
are industriously and gratuitously circu- 


lated, and even the columns ofnews-papers 
are employed, to undermine and destroy 
the characters of its victims! 

We do not intend to descend into de~ 


‘tails; nor do we feel a disposition to re- 
~ eviminate, or toimpeach the motives of 


- even unto strange cities,’ 
tieving that he “ought to. do” these: 


those whom we are compelled-to regard 
as the deluded leaders and instigators of 


‘this persecution ; for we think it quite 


possible that even the founders of the In- 


quisition itself, might have thought as. 


Saul did, when, “ being exceeding mad” 
against the disciples, he “persecuted them 
verily”’ be- 


things :—But we think that the cause of 
truth and justice requires such an expo- 
sition as may lead toa right understand- 


‘ing as well of the merits, as of the main, 
- features of the controversy. 


As it re- 
speécts the right-and wrong of the mea- 


~ sures, in detail, of the two parties, this 


will be judgea -€ by the Fruits. exhibit- 


and we hope that none will be drawn 


out into retaliation, by the injurious .pud- 
ications to which we have alluded. _ 

‘In the two. Monthly Meetings, in the 
city, which may be said-to be re-organ- 
ized, there appears “nothing to hurt or 
destroy”; unity of the spirit, which is the 
bond of peace, harmony, and brotherly 
love abound among the members. Of the 
seven Quarters west of the Delaware, five 
have appointed representatives to the ap- 
proaching convention to be held in Phila- 
delphia; not less than seven-eighths of the 
members, on anaverage, concurring in the 
measure. Of the two remaining Quar- 
ters, several of the meetings are prepared 
to join in the work; these will probably 
unite to form a vieth eee at a period 
not far distant. 

The state of the meetings in New Jer- 
sev, is nearly the same, it is believed, as 
on this side of the Delaware. Several otf 
the Monthly Meetings there; have- been 
united, at their request, to Quarters 
in Pennsylvania, and others are nearly 
prepared for a similar movement. It is 
no longer a mere.speculation, then, or a 
doubtful conclusion, to state that more than 


three fourths of the. whole number of 


members composing this Yearly Meeting 
are on one side of the existing controversy, 
and dess than one fourth on the other. 
From what has already taken place, it 
must be evident that the line of demarca- 
tion between these two bodies is too 
strongly marked, to be easily obliterated ; 
it therefore becomes a question of great 
interest with both the parties, what mea- 


. sures can be adopted, in their present sit- 


uation, to prevent painful collisions, to 
smooth asperities, promote peace, and 
good will, and mutual accomodation ? 
Propositions to this effect have been re- 
peatedly made, but hitherto rejected by 
the minority; whose object, from -pres- 
ent movements, would seem to be to 
dismember and scatter their opponents, 
and leave them without a name, or char- 
acter, or power to.associate imthe capaci- 
ty of a religious body !. They appear in- 
deed to possess that faith mentioned by 
the apostle that “could remove moun- 
tains,” but .at the same time to forget 
that “WITHOUT CHARITY” this faith 


is “noTHinc.” But should they suc- 


ceed in going through theempty form of 
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8 DOCTRINE OF SATISFACTION. 


excommunicating three fourths of ‘the 
whole Society, what valuable purpose will 
this accomplish ? Shall we be any near- 
erto uniformity in doctrine or opinion 
than before ? Will it promote the glory of 
our ‘common. Father, “peace on earth, 
and good willto men”? If the persecut- 
ed keep their ranks. in righteousness, 
these great objects will, we have no doubt, 
be promoted in the end, but the disap- 
pointmient on the part ot the persecutors, 
will not be on that account, any the less 
severe. ( To continued: 


DOCTRINE OF SATISFACTION. | 


As the rejection of this doctrine contin- 
ucs to be-made a ground for church cen- 
sufe, and even excommunication, with 
most sects, itseems proper that an ex- 


amination of the foundation on which it | 


rests should be investigated. 

An orthodox writer, (3. E. Dwight) in 
his late “Sermons” gives the following 
exposition of it: 

“}t supposes that the sins of men were 
so laid on Christ, that his sufferings were 
inconceivably intense and overwhelming ; 
and that, being inflicted by God. on a per- 
son of supreme exaltation and dignity, the 
object of God’s supreme affection, ‘God 
manifest in the flesh,’ they were as full | 
and as adequate a manifestation to the 
Universe, of God’s displeasure against 
the sins of the whole human race,as would 
have been made in their everiasting pun- 
ishment. As such it supposes them tobe 


an offered substitute for the everlasting. 


punishment of all mankind, and the ac- 
tual substitute for the everlasting punish- 
ishment of all who ‘shall be saved.” pp. 
119, 120. 


This, we believe, is a fair exposition of | 


the orthodox doctrine of satisfaction, or 
atonement, and from which flow, irresis- 
tibly, the following conclusions : 

1. That “sufferings inconceivably in- 
tense and overwhelming were inflicted by 
God,” on the object of God’s supreme af- 
fection! 

2. That because this person, so suffer- 


ing, was one “ of supreme exaltation and || 


dignity” —“ God manifest in thé flesh”; 
therefore these sufferings were: inflicted 
by God, on God, cr on himself ! - 


4 


— 


3. If, to avoid the foregoing conse- 
quence, it be affirmed that the Being in- 
flicting the suffering, is not the su meas the 
Being receiving it, then we have one “per- 
son of supreme exaltation and dignity,” 
inflicting “sufferings inconceivably in- 
tense and overwhelming” on another 
“person of supreme exaltation and dig- 
nity,” that is, one God punishing another 
God, thus making two. Gods, or, in the 
language of orthodoxy, the “ first person” 
in the trinity, punishing the “ second per- 
son”’ in the trinity, “ equal in dignity, pow- 
er, and glory.” 


From the foregoing it follows, either 


inflicts on another God, the most intense 
sufferings—‘“to be an offered substitute 


kind”! 


_ “My God, mv God, why hast thou forsa- 
| ken me,” theretore, either God was for- 


forsook the “ second persen,” although in 
the Trinity, they are said to be ineepara- 
bly united ! 

6. If it be said that Christ suffered as 
man only, then it must follow that, as the 
justice was wfinite, and therefore the of- 
fence infinite, a finite satisfaction could 
| atone for an infinite offence ; or an niaie 
effect be produced from a finite cause ! 


' propositions are singly inconsistent with 
the nature of the end, for which they 
were at first propounded, their conjunction 
‘does rather augment, than lessen the dif- 
ficulty of its accomplishment.” 

Vid. Penn’s Sandy Foundation shaken: 


_ It was for exposing and rejecting the 
foregoing absurdities that William Penn 


was thrown into prison by the bishop of 
London ; and it zs for rejecting the same 
absurdities muw, that the fellow professors 


with Penn are excommunicated from the 
“church, in the country of Penn, and by 
er who profess to revere his memory ? 


more lost, than 


| “A quiet mind, like other blessings, is 


Dillwyn. 


that God inflicts on Himself, or that God 


for the everlasting punishment ofall man- — 


5. Seeing that he that suffered cried, 


7. Ifit be said that Christ suffered, both 
as God and man, this is equally absurd, | 
“For where two mediums, or middle — 


_saken of Himself, or tre “ first person” ’ 


; 
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_trines that the primitive Quakers were 


SORIPTURFs. 


TRE SCRIPTURES. 

With respect to these writings the 
primitive Quakers held, 

1. That they are not the primary rule 
of faith and practice. 7 

2. That, like all cther things within the 
reach and disposal of man, they have 
been, in a number of instances, corrupted 
by transcribers and translators. 

3. That many; parts of them are to be 
taken and understood figuratively. . 

4. That, although a revelation to the || 
authors of them, who wrote as “they 
were moved by the Holy Ghost,” they 
are not a revelation to us; for such points 
of them, the meaning of which is not ob- 
vious to common sense, require a “new 
revelation” to enable us to comprehend 
and apply them. 

5. Hence, that the spirit of truth, or 
Light within, being primary to the Scrip- 
tures, and the chief rule of faith and prac- 
tice, these writings are to be brought to 
this test. etic 

6. That the Miracles &c. related in the 
Scriptures, ought not now to be taken by 
us as the chief evidences of the truths of 
Christianity, for these, in the language of 
Pennington, “leave a dispute in the mind,” 
and bring us only to the “owning of Chiist | 
after the flesh,” and this “ being founded 
on the wisdom of the creature, he (Christ) 
knew would fail”. But a Gospel Minis- 
try founded on the light of Christ within, 
“draws.men out from them intoa prin- 
ciple, into the new life, and spirit: itself, 
when fuller demonstrations of a deeper 
nature are given to the soul, than outward 
miracles are.” 

It was because of the foregoing doc- 


charged with a denial of the Scriptures: 
and it is for the same reasons that Friends 
who now hold to these principles, are 
charged, by their orthodox brethren, with 
the same heresy. 


OHIO YEARLY MEETING. 
This Meeting, at its late session, it is 

said, appointed a committee toconfer with 
similar committees of other Yearly Meet- 


ings, (shquki such be appointed) in order 


to effect a uniformity of faith and. disci- 
pline, throughout the Society of Friends. 
Much opposition, it. is stated, was made in 
the Meeting to this and other measures ; 
but they were carried overthe heads of 
the members, much in the same manner 


as the party proceedings were.carried in 


the Philadelphia Yearly Meeting, at its 
last sitting. 

Thus, whilst the members of the ‘So- 
ciety are feelingly alive to every. thing 


that is likely to affect their religious lib- | 


erties, a course is adopted by a party in 


. the Society, calculated to increase anxie- 


ty, and to promote and extend jealousies 
and divisions. Noproposition, we believe, 
could tend more to produce a general ag~ 


itation, than that brought forward in the | 


Ohio Meeting; nor could a more inaus- 


picious period have been chosen than the © 


present, fora calm and deliberate exam- 


‘ination of so momentous a subject.. The 


results that have followed from the adop- 


tion of measures in our Yearly Meeting 


without the unity of the body, and having a 
similar bearing and object, should have 
been a warning to Ohio. If the orthodox 


of that Meeting were souninformed in his- - 


tory as not to have learned that coercive. 


means have heretofore utterly failed to 


control the free spirit of man, or to effect 
a uniformity in religious opinions, 


-could hardly have been ignorant of the ef- 


fect of such means, upon their neighbours. 


It would seem, then, that a determination. 


exists to persevere in this course, reckless 
of knownconsequences. Inevery attempt 
to forward their views within this Year- 


| ly Meeting, they have been unsuccessful ; 


nay, their endeavours have almost uni- 
formly brought about contrary results to 


| those designed, and anticipated, and the 


reorganization of Society has been, in this. 
way, greatly advanced, and the eyes <* 


many opened tothe errors of the party. __ 


FOR THE BEREAN. 


OM THE CHARACTER AND MIS: 
SION OF JESUS CHRIST. .~. 


“ Thereis therefore now no condemnatian 
to them who are in Christ Jesus.” 
“If any man trost to himself that he is 
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10 AND REVELATION. 


*Christ’s, let him of himself think this 
~-again, that, as he is Christ’s, even so are 
Christ’s.”—[Rom-8.1. 2 Cor.10.7. 


. To advance the knowledge of truth has 


been the object for which the wise and 


good in all ages have contended. That 
Divine Truth must in its very nature be 


_of the highest importance, no reflecting 


person can for a moment doubt, and he 
who most zealously promotes its cause, 
which is inseparably connected with that 
of virtue, most usefully employs the tal- 
ents committed to his care, and best fulfils 


‘the great design of his creator.* “Know- 


ing,” says an eminent writer, “ with how 
much difficulty truth is sometimes found, 


-we need not wonder that many miss it.” 


The great doctrines of Revelation have 
been delivered to man and appeal to his 
reason. It is this faculty only, which ‘is- 
tinguishes him from the brute creation, and 
enables him to receive the truths which 
are revealed. It is in vain to assert that 
reason is not the test or recipient of rev- 
elation; for if reasonbe absent, to what 
principle in man does revelation call? In 
the ear of an idiot or a maniac it whis- 
pers in vain. Revelation is superior, but 


mot contrary toreason. Reason and rev- 


elation cannot oppose each other, because 
both are the gift of the unchangeable God, 
who will not tell us one thing by reason, 


‘and the opposite by. revelation, Revela- 


tion doth not endow men with new facul- 
ties, but propounds new objects to the fac- 


ulties which they had before. Reason is 
the faculty whereby revelation is discern- || 


ed; for when God reveals any thing to 
us, he reveals it to our understanding, and 
by that we are to judge of its verity. No 


man can believe any thing unless he hath, 


ar thinks he hath, some reason to do so: 
for to be confident of a thing without rea- 
son is not faith, but a presumptous persua- 
sion and obstinacy of mind. The internal 
sense of right and wrong, uncorrupted by 
a wrong education, is improved and ex- 


-alted by revelation, but can never be 


placed in opposition to it; because even 
this revelation itself must appeal to, and 


acknowledge myself indebted to some 


other writers ‘for several illustrations 


contained in 


<x 


bieness of it. 


convince the understanding, or reason, be- 


fore it can be admitted. If not at once 


clear, we examineits evidence, we scru- 
tinize its claims to credibility, and we ther 
decide if it be worthy of our acceptance.- 
Locke says, “ He that takes away reason 
to make way for revelation, puts out the 
light ot both, and does much the same 
as if he persuaded a man to put out. his 
eyes, the better to receive the remote 
light of an invisible star by a telescope.” 
Again he says, “ No proposition can be 
received from divine revelation, or obtain 
the assent due to all such, if it be contra- 
dictory to our clear and intuitive knowl- 
edge. ” 

There is a class of Christians who are 
perpetually insisting on faith ; which, 
with them is a kind of blind belief that 
calls for the prostration of reason. But 
faith must be founded upon right reason, 
or it must be fanatical credulity. There 
isnomedium. TheScripturescannot pos- 
sibly hold forth as true, and as the object - 
of faith, any doctrine whatever, which can 


| be proved to imply contradictions and ab- 


surdities. The highest commendations. 
that are given in scripture to any one’s 
faith, are given on account of the reasona- 
Matt. 8. 9.—15. .22.. &c. 
The Bereans are commended, because 
they inquired and satisfied themselves in 
the reason of their belief, before they as- 
sented to the dectrine which was deliver- 
edtothem. The Jews, in our. Saviour’s 
time, are not condemned simply for thei: 
unbelief, but for not believing* when there 
was such clear evidence offered to them. 
With some people, it is an undoubted sign 
of heresy to talk about reason in reference . 
to religion; but let every sober person 
ask himself if he would choose to have an 


unreasonable religion? To'say, weshave 


no reason for our religion, is to- say, it is 
unreasonable. Indeed it is reason enough 


for any article of our faith, that God hath 
revealed it; because this is one of the 


strongest and most cogent reasons for the. 


‘belief ofany thing. But when we say God 


hath revealed any thing, we must mean 


*Or rather for not acting in accordance 


| with the “clear evidence” afforded; for 


where evidence is “clear,” belief must 


foHow, though obedience may not Ad. 
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that the power of evidence accompanying 

the revelation hath convinced our under- 
standing of the fact ; otherwise our belief 
is vain—we say nothing. 


( To be continued.) 


ADDRESS 


of the Wilmington Monthly Meetin 
Friends, to its members, on the su of 
of the Militia Law, enacted at the Tast 
_ session of the Levisiature of Delaware. 


Dear Friends,— The Legislature of this 
State having, in its late Session, passed an 
Act, infringing the rights of those who 
are conscientiously opposed to war—this 
Meeting has felt a deep concern, that its 
members may be strengthened to main- 
tain our ancient, righteous Testimony, and 
to suffer wrong, rather than comply with 
the provisions of the said Act. 

Our principles in relation to war are 
clearly unfolded in the Scriptures of 
truth. When our Lord commanded his 
disciples to love and bless their enemies, 
to do good to those who hated and_perse- 
cuted them ; when he taught them not to 
resist evil with evil, nor to retaliate inju- 


‘Fies, nor to seek revenge for wrong and 


outrage, and that Ais servants could not 
fight, because his kingdom was not of 


this world, we believe that. the blessed 


precepts thus so clearly set forth, were 


‘intended, not only as a rule of action for 


those he addressed, but to be of universal 
obligation to all his sincere followers, in 
every age of the world. And when the 
Apostles declared that.they, meaning the. 


whole Christian Church, warred not af- | 


ter the flesh; that the weapons of their 


warfare were not carnal ; that wars and | 


fightings caine from the lusts of the flesh ; 


and that the operation of the religion 


which they inculcated was to crucify the 


flesh, with its affections and lusts, they 
demonstrated with equal clearness, that 


they understood the principles of their 
Divine Master in the same light, in which 
we now regard them. 

But our righteous Testimony against 


war rests, not orly on the external evi- 


dences afforded by the doctrines and ex- 


amples of Christ, the apostles, and the 


primitive Christiags, but also on the more 


sure word of prophecy, unto which ‘you 
will do well to take heed; for by its in- 
ward illumination, we are also admonish- 
ed that, in our mtercourse with the —_ 


to suffer wrong, to return good for e 


and to love our enemies, are among the 
great and important requisitions of the 
Gospel of Christ, which is the power of 
God unto salvation to every one that be- 
lieveth. 

Seeing therefore, that the law of God, 
on this subject, is promulgated both by 
outward evidence, and inward conviction, 
we are under the highest obligation to 
conform to it, both individually, and col- 
lectively : an obligation that can never be 
cancelled by legislative enactments; nor 
the penalty incurred by disobedience, re- 
mitted by any human authority. Con~- 
science belongs to God: how vain the at- 
tempt, therefore, to controul its convic- 
tions, and to bring His righteous laws into 
competition with those of men, by impo- 
sing fines for the’ exercise of religious 
principles, emanating from that tribunal, 
from which there can be no appeal! 

But our testimony derives support, not 
from the acknowledged principles of the 
Christian religion only, but also from 
right reason, and the dictates of expe- 
rience. The soldier must not deliberate ; 
though an intelligent.and accountable be- 
ing, he must renounce his-free agency ; 
though awfully responsible for all his ac- 
tions, yet the moment he joins the ranks, 
is required tosubmit subjects involving the 
questions of right and wrong, life, death, 
and a future retribution, to be decided by 


the legislature, and the will of his ‘com- 


mander. Thus circumstanced, he con- 
sents to become’a terrible instrument in 
the work of destruction ; in the progress 
of which the field becomes covered with 


the wounded, the*dying, and the dead, and 
“thousands are thus dispatched to render 


up an account of the deeds done-in the 
body, at an unprepared moment, and 
whilst under the influence of the worst of 
passions. Neither havé wars, generally 
speaking, ever attained their professed 
objects ; but have, with ali. the horrible 
circumstances attending them, been more 


_injurious than beneficial, in the-end, 


in a political point of view, to all the par- 


thes engaged. on the otkker handy on 
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weapons of offence have been found so ef- 
fectual in suyduing an enemy, as the op- 
erating power of the love of God, evinced 
by Christian forbearance, the patient suf- 
fering of injuries, and kindly returning 
good for evil: these are the Christian’s 
weapons of self-defence, and have proved 


themselves to be * mighty through God,” | 


for the protection of: individuals, and 
would, if collectively practised, be found 
equally effectual in the preservation of 
nations ; whilstinthose who have used the 
weapons of carnal warfare, have been 
fulfilled the predictions of our Lord—they 
have perished with the sword. | 

_ We beseech. you, therefore, that . by 


_ peaceful and patient suffering, you resist 


every attempt to allure you into a devia- 
tion from our holy profession; and that 
you keep in mind, that in voluntarily giv- 
ing money or goods in lieu of personal ser- 
vice, as the law in question prescribes, 
you enter into. a commutation of your 
principles ; you pay a price for liberty of 
conscience, the free gift of Almighty God, 
anterior to the institutions of civil society ; 
and instead of being the humble instru- 
ments of hastening, you retard the period, 
when war shall cease, and “nation shall 
not lift up sword against nation, neither 
shall they learn war any more.” 
_ Signed on behalf of the Meeting, 
ISAAC JACKSON, Cierk. 
INTEMPERANCE. 

Ttis caleulated that more than fifty mil- 
lions of gallons of INTOXICATING 
LIQUORS, are annually consumed in the 
United States, at an expense exceeding 
forty millions of dollars: that the fau- 
frerism occasioned by the use of them 
costs upwards of ¢welve millions: that 
more than three quarters of the crimes 
committed in the country are occasioned 
by this hateful vice: that the dose of lives 
annually, in consequence of it exceeds ten 
thousand ; and thatthe number of per- 
sons who are diseased, distressed and 
impoverished by it is more than three 
fundred thousand !! Does not this pre- 
sent an awful picture?—Can one and a 
half millions of barrels of ardent spirits be 
every year, in our country, without 


injuring the nation’shealth? Itisimpos™ 
sible. Such an unnatural use of inebria~ 
ting liquors must. impair .public health 
as wellas public morals. Who, after sur- 
veying this melancholy picture, will not 
join in and: reverberate the exclamation, 
drinking will ruin us ! 

Cannot some plan be devised by which 
this evil may be lessened, if not entirely 
suppressed? Many would no doubt re- 
joice at areformation who have become 
discouraged by the many apparently in- 
surmountable impediments, or are incau- 
tiously lending their aid to this mighty 
engine of destruction. Must we then 
yield to despair, and, after all the blood 
and treasure that has been. expended in 
our emancipation from tyrainy, become 
slaves toa worse than hellish Monster, 
and sink under the odium of “a nation of 
drunkards ?”” From those who make 
this world the supreme object of their 
pursuit, little aid, comparatively, can be 
expected. An immense revenue flows in~ 
to their coffers from traffic in ardent spir- 
its. But though they continue to cry, 
“ Great is Diana of the Ephesians,’ we 
trust there are those who are actuated by 
higher motives—those who “use this 
world as not abusing it”—who, “let 


‘others doasthey will,” are determined 


to “keep themselves unspotted from the 
world.” We confess, however, that one 
of the darkest shades in the gloomy pic- 
ture, is the frequency with which many 
who, in other respects, give evidence that 
that they follow Him who lived only to 
bless mankind, are found trifling on the 
briak of ruin, or holding out the sparkling 
cup toothers. Until Céristians awake to 
the subject and banish ardent spirits from 
their stores, their taverns, their groceries 
and their families, we can see but little 
hope of athorough reformation Indeed, 
there is but one remedy that can succeed, 
and that is, “TOUCH NOT, TASTE NOT, 
HANDLE NOT” the intoxicating poison, 
Security does not consist in merely a pres- 
ent abstinence from the use of ardent li- 
quors: but it does consist in an abhorrence 
of them—a settled and unyielding deter- 
mination never to yse them on any occa- 
sion. 
‘If for the sake of gathering unto him- 
self riches, the Christian will take the 
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FOREORDINATION. 


fienny from a child or a wife—a husband 
ora brother, which is the price of poison 
to his body and perdition to his soul, and 
never ask himself the question, when 
pouring out the liquid curse, “Am IT now 
doing unto others as I would that they 
should do unto me or mine ?”—where is 
the love by which they know they are the 
disciples of Jesus Christ? Shall they 
spread desolation around the earth, and 
lay low their victims by tens of thousands, 
and vet go down justified? No! rather 
shall the miserable mortal whom his own 


frailty has seduced; and whom their ava- i] 


rice has ruined, go away sanctified, than 
they be freed from a share in his guilt. 


Ye who are laying up your store of 
weaith by handling these deadly waters, 
whether it be in transporting them from 
clime to clime, or shore to shore, or. city 


to city, or pouring them from cup to cup ; } 


with your wealth you may number those 
whom you have destroyed—with your 
luxury you may contrast the misery of 
those you have robbed—and with the am- 
bitious hopes which yourtreasure inspires | 
_ you may read the thoughts and feel the 
glow of many a one whose soul was more 
exalted and nobler than yourown, but now 
a wretched, ashamed, despised thing. 


Then stop your mouths, you babblers ; 
call not on the name of the Lord; ap- 
‘proach not his altar, whilst your hands are 
polluted by this unholy thing. Whilst 
you pray you are condemned; and the 
terrors of the burning lake you call on 
‘others to dread are not worse than the 
‘torments yow inflict, not only upon the 
poor maniac whose reason you destroy, 
‘but the disconsolate mourner for her de- 
parted joys, and the hapless participators 
im a mother’s sorrow. 

Rochester Album. 


Foreordinatron—* It has been consid- 
ered a matter of the greatest difficulty to 
_reconcile the foreknowledge of God, with 
the free agency ofman. I shall venture 
a few remarks on this subject, which will 
be understood, I hope, by every one, and 
may be assented to perhaps by some. 
The difficulty of this question I humblv 


-conceive to lie principally, if not wholly, 


in our misappropriation of the term fore- 
knowledge. Thetruthis, that foreknowl- 
edge belongs unto man, not unto God. 
Foreknowledge must ofnecessity, and from 
its very nature, belong sdlely to creatures 
of time, to finite and created intellects, 
but not to that intellect that is infinite, and | 
creates. It is most probable that there 
are many orders and degrees of finite and 
created intellectual beings, and to all of 
them foreknowledge in a higher ot lower 
degree may belong ; but we can trace ‘it 
only in man; in man it may be found un- 
der various modifications, but mostly in a 
very infantile and imperfect state, having 
much more to do with probabilities. than 
with certainties, whether it enable the 
peasant to forete!l a storm, or the philos- 
opher aneclipse. Foreknowledge,there- 
fore, aS it existsin man, can extend i 
views no farther into time, as compa 
with eternity, than the snail his horns in- 
to space, as compared with infinity. But 
to attribute the faculty of foreknowledge 
to God, this I conceive is to Aegrade* ra- 
ther than to exalt him: that which is past, 
and that which is.to come, are both to 
him one eternal now: hesees every thing, 
he foresees nothing, for futurity itself is 
present with him. Before or after, far or 
near, above er below, these are all intelli- 
gible terms, when appiied to things cre- 
ated, and which exist in time, and in 
space; but these terms apply not to the 
omniscient, self-existent, eternal, and om- 
nipresent Creator. To admit the omni- 
presence of God in space, but to deny his 
omniscience in time, is to half dethrone 
him. Allideas therefore of succession as 
to time, and_of distance as to space, relate 


/not unto God, but unto man. God is at 


once, ‘first, last, midst, and without end ;’ 
and time itself is but a drop in that ocean 


| of eternity, which he alone, both fills and 


comprehends. All things therefore are 
present to Him ; the motive no less than 
the moment, the action no less than the 
man. To a Being that is omnipresent in 
time, all future actions may be looked 
upon as done : they are seen therefore be- 
cause they are done, not done because they 
are seen; and if this be true, it follows, 
that foreknowledge, as applied to Gud, 
with its necéssary deduction, foreordina- 
tion as applied to man, with all its lame 
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MEISCELLANIA. 


conclusions, and libertine consequences, 
falls, a baseless fabric, to the ground.” 
Bacon, 


‘MISCELLANIA. 

«Tt is evident thou understands not the 
principle of Divine light within, from 
what thou hast borrowed from the scrip- 
tures, with thy imaginations perverting 
them, wherein is thy great darkness. 
Thou egregiously mistakes a literal no- 
tion and ‘historical faith, for the Divine 
light within, (which is given to all) which 
is a pure, incorruptible, and unchangeable 
principle of life and truth, immediately 
given, and shining from Christ, the eter- 
nal Word ; and not men’s acquired no- 

ions from the history of Christ’s outward 
Manifestation in the flesh. ; 

« But in thy gross ignorance thou exalts 
such acquirements of men above the prin- 
ciple of light within. And so makes 


meti’s historical profession of the scrip- 


tures their only rule, though they much 
differ in their meanings about them, which 
they make their rule many times above 


the scriptures, and above the gift of God. 


This is a great error of your literal pro- 
fessors. 

* Thou wouldst not be pleased should I 
alledge your various opinions upon the 
scriptures, to prove them nosufficient rule, 


_ though thas thou art pleased contradic- 


torily to deal with the light within. 

“ Had the princes of this world obeyed 
the light of Christ within, they would not 
have crucified the Lord ot glory; for it 
would have given them a sense and 
knowledge of him. There were those 
that grieved and vexed the holy Spirit 
within; would it therefore be a good ar- 
gument to say that this Spirit was no suf- 
ficient rule?” 

“ This light within also, is a perfect 
and immediate rule of faith, against all 
the innumerable temptations, and trials, 


and besetments of the enemy, and it opens 


an inward eye of faith, and is the imme- 


diate guide tosee Him who is invisible 


through all; but sois not the scripture. 
All which being seriously considered, the 


light within is the rule of faith, and not: 
the scripture.” 


“The Spirit, or heavenly unction, con- 
sidered as a higher degree, gift, or effusion 
of Divine life than that degree of light 
that is given in common to all, is attained 


|| to only by those that faithfully improve 


the life or light in its less appearance, 
which in some degree appears in every 
man’s conscience.” 

“And our denying that they [the 
scriptures} are the rule of faith, is no 
proof that we deny them to be any rule at 
all, while in subserviency to, and proof of 
the greater, we make use of them as the 


‘spirit of God teaches, and for the informa- 


tion and conviction of those who have a 
belief concerning them: for the end still, 
that they may eye that light and Spirit of 
Truth which gave them forth, and come 
to know that inspiration of the Almighty 
which giveth the understanding.” 
Whitehead’s reply to a Baptist. 


Uniformity.—* Uniformity is very love- 
ly, and to be desired, and waited for, as the 
spirit of the Lord, which is one, leads and 

raws into one. But for the wise reason- 
ing part of man, to strive to bring about 
a fileshly uniformity, which ensnares, and. 
overbears the tender conscience, this is 


not lovely, nor spiritual, nor Christian, 


And the apostle who exhorts Christians 
to one mind, yet doth not bid them force 
one another into one mind, but walk. to- 
gether sweetly, so far as they had attain- 


ed; and wherein they were otherwise - 


minded, God in his good time would re- 
veal more tothem. And the intent, and 
work of the ministry, is to bring into the 


unity, as persons are able to follow, and 


not to force men into one practice, or way ; 
that is the way to destroy the faith, and 
the true unity, and at best can introduce 
but a fleshly appearance of unity, in such 
a form of worship, and godliness, as eats 
out the power.” 


Pennington Vol. II.p. 


Creeds.—“ All this while the head 
is set at work, not the heart; and that 
which Christ most insisted upon, is least 
concerned in this sort of faith,and Chris- 
tianity, and that is, keeping his command- 
ments. For it is opinion, not obedience, 
notion, and not regeneration, that such 
men pursue. This kind of religion leav- 
eth them, as bad as it finds them, and 
worse; for they have something more to 
be proud of. Here is a creed indeed, but 
of what? The conclusions of men, and 


what todo? To prove they believe in — 
Christ, who, it seems, never made them | 
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It had been happy for the world, that 
there had been no other creeds, than what 
he and his apostles gave, and left. And 
it is not the least argument against their 
being needful to Christian communion, 
that Christ and his apostles, did not think 
so, who were not wanting to declare the 
whole counsel of God to the church. ‘To 
conclude,” says he, “If you. can desire 


. peace, love truth, seek piety, and hate 


ypocrisy, lay by all those things, called 
articles of faith, and canons of the church, 


‘that are not to be found in express terms” 


in Scripture, or so plainly authorised by 
Scripture, as may with ease be discerned 
by every honest and consciencious person. 
And in the room of those numerous, and 
disputed opinions, made the bond of exter- 
anal communion, let some plain, general, 
and necessary truths be laid down, in 
Scripture terms, and let them be few.” 
Ib. Vol. I. fi. 751. 


Miracles.—“ Therefore hath the Lord 
visited the world in this state, and sent 
forth, what he judged meet for it in_ this 
state ; to wit, not a ministry, to preach 
over that doctrine, under which the 
Christian world had cerrupted them- 
selves; but to point to the principle of life, 
wherein is the light and power, to disco- 
ver, lead from, and wash away this cor- 
ruption. And with this ministry there 
goeth a power, to reach the heart, and 


raise the witness, in all that hear in fear, 
_and in the sense and dread of God. 


“So that the witness presently answers, 
and the mind, is inwardly satisfied knows 
the thing, and turns to it. Now this, and 
the effect of this, is beyond miracles, and 
the satisfaction or assurance that they can 
afford. For miraclesleave a dispute in 
the mind. ‘Notwithstanding all the mira- 
cles Christ shewed, there was yet a dis- 
pute and dissatisfaction, in the minds of 
many concerning him. But he that feels 
the thing himself, in the true principle, 
where the demonstration and certainty of 
the Spirit’s assurance is received; he is 


past dispute, and is gone a degree in the | 


which miracles can aff#rd. He is out of 
that state, and mind which asketh a sign, 
or seeketh confirmation by asign. Sothat 
men ought.to take heed, how they expect 
for a sign of old; for that is not the tem- 
per of mind, which this dispensation is 
to answer, but rather to draw men out 
from thence into a principle, into a new 
life, and spirit tself ; where fuller demon- 
strations of a deeper nature are given to 
the soul, than outward miracles are.” 
“For such as did own Christ after the 
flesh, such as were convinced by his mir- 


nature of things all that satisfaction 


acles, as Nicodemus, and many of the bon- ror May come 


-one’s self.” 


16 
ester sort of the Jews were, yet Christ did 
not commit himself unto them.. John. ii, 
24, He knew this faith, and this owning 
of him, which was founded upon the wis- 
dom and ingenuity of the creature, would 
fail, and so he would not own it in Nicu- 
demus; but bids him look after the new 
birth. John iii. 2, 3.” 

“ Wherever the law. of the spirit of life 
is made manifest, the law of the letter is 
swallowed up in it, and is known no more, 
but as it is comprehendéd, and is brought 
forth init. And he that is in the spirit, 
and hath received the law of life fron: th 
spirit, knoweth not Oprist after the flesh 
how much less Moses ?—But what is the 
substance ofthe law which abides? The, 
substance of the law is leve; to love God 
above all, andto love one’s neighbour ‘aq, 


Ib. Vol. I. fp. 384, 356, Fol. 


IT. pr. 349. 


Doctrine of the Gosfiel.—"‘Had lhe 
(God) sent an angel to preach the birth 
of Christ, the death of Christ, his resur- 
rection, &c. all the dead would receive 
this; but to preach thus, Fear God, come 
to the spirit of judgment, and burning; 
worship him, that made the heaven, the 
earth, the sea, and fountains of waters; 
Who can understand what this means? 
Who know this to be the 

ospel, but he that is taught of God 
This is to preach God the Creator, saith 
the wise professor ; this is not to preach 
Christ the Redeemer; this is not to 
preach the everlasting gospel, will they 
say. Yes; but God, who is’ wise, and . 
knows what the gospel is, and sends his 
angel to preach it after tle ap@tacy, 
sends it thus to be preached, to every na- 
tion, kindred, tongue, and people: read 


Rev. xiv. 6, 7.”—[1b. Vol. i $73. 
A 


Inward impressions.—*“ ATT which: are 
from the holy, pure power of the livin 
God, are of the gospel administration, 
are of great use and virtue. But ye lay 
the great stress upon ownieg coctrinals, 
according to your apprehensions of them ; 
whereas ye must come much furthes§put 
of Babylon, out of man’s spyait, and -wis- 
dom, more into the pure f@ij@ind waiting 
upon (God, more into the s@iijmvand power 
of truth, and into the light and knowledge 
which is thereof, before your doctrinals 
be owned, and by tha 
which is of God.” “That a man’s doc- 
trinals are right, according to Scripture, 
in ail the main substantials, is no infallible 
rule to try what power it is that works in 
him, or what his spirit is; because deceit 
works in a mystery, and thé spirit, of er- 
in sheep’s clothing, and 
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may get good words, and fair speeches, 
to deceive the hearts of the simple. 

“So that there is no certain trying by 
the Scriptures further than a man is cer- 
tain that he hath the understanding of 
these Scriptures, which he trieth by, from 
God’s spirit. _ But the way of trying doc- 
trines by the unerring spirit, and pure 
light of truth, in the heart, is certain and 
infallible. He who is truth, and no lie, 
never deceives about truth; yea, the very 
instinct ot his life and nature distinguishes 
thing's truly, and never teachesthe heart 


Gr ert, whois ag wi with it, and keep- 
e 


eth to it.” “ ust set the Spirit 
above the ministration of the letter. We 
cannot be clear before the Lord, in giving 
way to any proféssors on the earth here- 
in, but must testify for God against 
them.”—[ Vol IT. pr. 445. 


Lesson to intolerants—The following 
prayer of Joseph, Emperor of Germany, is 
extracted from an old German work, un- 
der the title of Joseph’s Gebetbuck—the 
Emperor’s Prayer book : | 

«“ O, thou eternal, incomprehensible Be- 
ing! who art the fountain of mercy and 
the source of love! thy sun lights equally 
the Christian and the Atheist ;—thy 
showers equally nourish the fields of the 
believers and of the infidels ; the seed of 


virtue is found even in the heart of the 


impious and the heretic. From thee I 
learn, thereforé, that diversity of opinion 
does not prevent thee trom being a benef- 
icen€¥ ather unto all mankind. Shall I, 
then, thy feeble creature, be less indul- 
gent? Shall I not permit my subjects to 
adore theg@in whatever manner they 
please ?: IL I persecute those who dif- 
fer from me in point of thinking? Shall 
I spread my religion with the point of my 
sword? ©O,thou! whose mighty power 
and ineffable love embraces the universe, 
‘grant that such erroneous principles may 
neVer harbor in my breast. I will try to 
far as human efforts can 
approach Mimnite perfection. I will be as 
indulgent as thou to all men whose tenets 
all unnatural com- 
pulsion, in point of conscience, shall be 
banished forever from my kingdom. 
“Where is the religion that does net in- 


@  stract us tolove virtue and detest vice? 


Let all religions, therefore, be tolerated ' 
Let all mankind pay their homage to thee, 
thou eternal Being ! in the manner they 
think best. Doesan error in judgment 
deserve expulsion from society ? And is 
force the proper way to win the heart, or 
bring the swerving mind toa true sense of 
religion? Let the shameful chains of re- 
ligious tyranny be parted asunder, and the 
sweet bonds of fraternal amity unite all 
my subjects forever. JI am sensible that 
many difficulties wifl occur to me in this 
bold attempt, and that most of them will 
be thrown in my way by those very per- 


‘sons who style themselves thy ministers : 


but may thy almighty power never for- 
sake me! ' 


“(, thou eternal and incomprehensible 
Being! fortify my holy resolution with 
thy love, that I may surmount every " ob- 
stacle; and let that law of our Divine 
Master, which inculcates charity and pa- 
tience, be always impressed upon my 
heart. AMEN !” i 


ADVERTISEMENT. 


The Eijitor of the Berean offers to his 
subscribers, and others, PRoposa.s, to 
issue this paper MONTHLY, instead 6f 


every two weeks, as hitherto, at one dol- 


lar per annum, payable in advance. If 
Ro notice be sent him to the contrary, 
his subscribers will be considered as’ 
patrons to the present work, and will be 
called on accordingly. The Berean, un- 
der the proposed modification, will be 
conducted as heretofore, except that a 
portion of its columns may be occasion- 


| ally occupied with a /iterary subject, and 


with a short summary of such European 
and Domestic intelligence, as shall be 
deemed of gener@fjinterest. 


Numbers from the commencement of 
the work can be furnished to future sub- 
scribers.—Remittances madeonly to B. 
Webb, orthe Editor. Subscriptions not 
received for less than one year; and if 
discontinued, notice must be given to the 
Editor three months before the year ex 
pires. Letters must be post-paid. 


Mowruty, at Onz PER ANNUM, PAYABLE IN ADVANCE 
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